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The Avatamsaka Sutra * The Ten Grounds * The First Ground * 061

“They further make great vows, vowing to ride the non-retreating wheel
and to cultivate the Bodhisattva practices. They vow that their behavior in
body, speech and mind will never be in vain. They vow that anyone who
even briefly sees him will then settle in the Buddha’s Dharma; that anyone
who briefly hears the sound of their voices will obtain genuine wisdom.
They vow that anyone who has experienced pure faith will transform
their afflictions forever. They vow to obtain a body like the great king of
medicinal trees, and a body like the wish-fulfilling jewel and to cultivate
all Bodhisattva practices— —vast and great as the Dharma Realm, ultimate
as empty space, to the ends of the future, throughout all numbers of eons,
without cease.

“They further make great vows, vowing within every world to realize
Anuttara-samyak-sambodhi. They vow that without leaving a hair’s tip,
and on the tip of every hair, to show being born, leaving home, going to the
Way-place, accomplishing proper awakening, turning the Dharma wheel
and entering nirvana. They vow to show how to obtain the Buddha’s states
and the power of great wisdom. They vow that in thought after thought, in
accord with the minds of living beings, they will show how to accomplish
Buddhahood and realize Nirvana. With every state of great wisdom they
vow to know how all Dharma Realms are characterized by Nirvana.

They vow that they will speak Dharma with only a single sound and yet
make every living being happy at heart. They will teach beings how to

enter Great Nirvana, yet never abandon the Bodhisattva’s behavior.

They will show how to enter the ground of great wisdom and establish
all Dharmas. They will show how with the power of Dharma wisdom, the
power of spiritual attainments, the power of illusions, and transformations,

how to completely fill the Dharma Realm — —vast and great as the Dharma



